INTRODUCTION

Context of the review request
Rapid expansion of several insect-vector borne diseases carried on a steady extension of the distribution range of some of these species has generated a resurgence of vector-borne diseases over recent years. This threat is a major concern for public health, for both human and animal aspects, a situation that makes a comprehensive reform of vector-control policies imperative.
Four French ministries and one State Secretariat -the Ministry of Ecology, Sustainable Development and Planning; the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries; the Ministry of Higher Education and Research; the Ministry of Health, Young People and Sport, and the State Secretariat for Ecologyjointly commissioned the Institut de recherche pour le développement (IRD), by letter dated 18 January 2008, to conduct a wide-ranging review in order to formulate proposals for comprehensive reform of policy on disease vector control in France (including metropolitan and overseas regions). The Ministry of the Interior, Overseas Territories and Local Authorities gave secondary support to the commissioning of the review.
The request is for two standard forms of expert consultation in the public health field: first on the knowledge acquired to date, then on the possible decisions and the terms and conditions for implementation. It will entail the establishment of a state-of-the art picture of the structures, practices, current means of entomological surveillance and their critical points, existing operational methods, plus the ways and means currently used to achieve vector control. This review will categorize the risks according to the degree of threat they represent for human and animal health, and will be taken as the basis for drawing recommendations for improvement of the present vector control policy covering both metropolitan France and the country's overseas regions.
APPENDIX 2
The result of the investigations will be the basis for a new overall strategy for preventive vector control, intended for both human and animal public health.
IRD expert group study method
As part of its missions, the IRD conducts collective scientific surveys designated "Collegiate expertise" or expert group reports. This form of consultation study is an original tool for scientific knowledge transfer to the sphere of decision-makers and leaders. It is a means to provide quite rapidly a multidisciplinary scientific analysis on a set subject through a comprehensive, accurately focused state-of-the art review, plus conclusions and recommendations, at the request of one or more commissioning bodies. The work is performed under the terms of a formal contract.
As such, this method of investigation is called on as an aid to decision making, which is what particularly distinguishes it from scientific knowledge production in the strict sense, more often than not at the "public policy" level. It is therefore an original form of valorization of research.
Group expertise as defined and implemented at the IRD by its Department of Expertise and Valorization (DEV), is built on a now wellproven methodological method (9 expert reports published, 2 under way), certified with standard ISO 9001.
The survey is conducted by a college of experts from a range of complementary disciplines, working under the responsibility of a Scientific Coordination Panel, and followed-up by a Steering Committee grouping together commissioning-body representative(s). On completion of the survey, the final report and its recommendations are delivered to the commissioning bodies concerned. In the months that follow the report is published by IRD Editions in the series "Expertise collégiale" as a summarized review, together with full contributions from the experts involved.
DEFINITION AND OBJECTIVES OF VECTOR CONTROL (VC)
Definition
In its broadest sense, vector control embraces the control and protection against arthropod vectors (insects and acarians) of pathogens affecting humans and other vertebrates, and also their surveillance. It includes nuisance arthropods when these are potential vectors or when the nuisance caused becomes a public health or veterinary problem.
Vector control is founded on a variety of control methods that depend on the vectors themselves, the epidemiological situations and socio-economic context. It comprises chemical, biological and genetic methods of control, action on the environment, health education, social mobilization, and continuous assessment of such methods.
Objectives
The objective of vector control is to contribute, alongside other public health actors, to a reduction to a minimum of risks of development of endemic or epidemic situations (endemization or epidemization), reduction of pathogen transmission by vectors and to management of vector-borne disease epidemics, according to a planned strategy.
OBJECTIVES OF THE REVIEW
The results of the group survey must provide ways towards better prevention and management of epidemics to come. The aim is to work upstream of the disease development itself, on control measures against their vectors. Consequently, the expertise objectives will be to:
I Clarify the issues to consider regarding the changes that are essential in this field, I Produce a state-of-the art account of present methods and means, I Formulate recommendations for the methods, means and organization, for improvement of current policy on vector control.
CONTEXT
The context will summarize the main epidemiological data: 
LIST OF QUESTIONS FOR THE GROUP SURVEY
This group study will hinge on major wide-ranging themes, themselves broken down into a set of questions. 
Theme 1 -Scope of the analysis
